
A Fond Farewell to Mrs. Lange…..

Sherri Lange has spent the better part of her life working with children, after 18 
years in Waldwick, Midland Park was lucky enough to scoop her up to teach our 
primary students.  For 13 years she worked in Godwin School, first as an 
instructional aide and then as a first and second grade teacher.  Mrs. Lange 
started at an exciting time, the looping program was introduced and as the 
hearing impaired collaborative teacher her class was designated to loop.  She 
would welcome eager first graders into her class and then travel with them to 
second grade. This was no small feat, she needed to change curriculums, 
projects, and resources at the end of every year and start fresh with a new grade 
level.  She enjoyed looping and seeing the growth in her students from year to 
year.  The pride she took in their accomplishments at the end of second grade 
was immeasurable as was the connection they shared.  She recognized the 
benefits of looping and would speak favorably of the program every year.  I 
know she was heartbroken when the program faded away but it opened a new 
door for her and she found a permanent home on the second grade team.  

With the new curriculum advances in the past few years, she reinvented herself 
once again and infused the Workshop Model and “Common Core Math”.  She 
spent countless hours honing her craft, perfecting her lessons and developing 
learning experiences for the diverse students in her class.  On any given day, I 
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From Ms. Bache 

Another year comes to a close 
which always leaves me sad.  
Seeing my students and staff 
on a daily basis brings me such 
joy and happiness.  But I know 
the summer is a time for all of 
us to rejuvenate and prepare 
for the year ahead.  The 
students and staff 
accomplished a great deal this 
school year and we will 
continue to grow and change 
in the coming years.  Thank 
you for your support with all of 
our school endeavors.  I look 
forward to welcoming our new 
pre-school and kindergarten 
students in the fall and I wish 
our second graders well at 
Highland School next year.  
Have a wonderful, happy and 
healthy summer!  

Love, Ms. Bache 

GODWIN PRIDE
 Personal best, Respect and responsibility, I can make a difference, Dream big, Educational excellence



would find Mrs. Lange huddled with a small group of students on the carpet 
playing a math game or sketching pictures for her writers workshop story on the 
easel.  She was always with the students, never sitting behind her desk or 
lecturing from the front of the room.  She was in the thick of it, coaching 
students when they experienced difficulty on a specific problem or conferring to 
give direction on a teaching skill.  She always found ways to engage with the 
students on a personal level and sometimes that was just the hook she needed to 
help them comply and complete tasks.    

Mrs. Lange created a community in her classroom and the students loved 
hearing personal stories about her family and favorite football team.   And you 
could just tell that her students adored her they were so eager to enter her room 
and tell her stories about their weekend or cheerleading event or new puppy 
they got.  She nurtured that enthusiasm and asked questions to learn more 
about each student.  Deep down it was her love of her students that motivated 
her everyday.  I think after so many years of teaching, you start to 
look at your students as your own children, and therefore you want what is best 
for them.  That’s what she provided for her students over the years.  She helped 
the strugglers find the light at the end of the tunnel, she enriched the advanced 
with higher level thinking activities and she coddled the ones who just needed a 
hug.  A parent couldn’t ask for much more from Sherri Lange and neither could 
her administrators.  The bonds she formed with her students extended to the 
parents and they felt comfortable in her presence discussing their child’s 
progress.  She was always prepared for conferences and spoke from the heart.  
Even though Mrs. Lange is retiring, the teacher in her will never go away, it 
won’t for any of us.  She was born to teach and mold young minds and set the 
foundation for future learning.   Congratulations!
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MR. WINTERS 
Knights of Columbus 
Teacher of the Year 

Congratulations	to	Mr.	Michael	Winters	
on	being	named	the	Godwin	School	
Knights	of	Columbus	Teacher	of	the	
Year.		Mr.	Winters	has	been	educating	
young	minds	at	Godwin	School	for	ten	
years	and	continues	to	thrive	as	a	
primary	educator.		He	piloted	Flexible	
Seating	this	year,	infused	instructional	
technology	throughout	the	school	day	
and	guided	students	towards	positive	
decision	making.			

Throughout	his	years	at	Godwin	School,	
Mr.	Winters	has	helped	students	
overcome	certain	challenges	and	is	
honing	his	skills	to	be	a	listener	and	
counselor.		At	the	elementary	level,	
teachers	do	it	all,	they	teach,	they	
mediate,	they	counsel,	they	referee.		
And	Mr.	Winters	knows	when	to	be	
Firm,	when	to	step	back	and	listen,	
when	to	use	that	teachable	moment	for	
the	good	of	the	class.		He	laughs	with	
his	students	and	Finds	enjoyment	in	the	
small	things.		Because	at	the	end	of	the	
day,	his	students	won’t	remember	
learning	4-digit	addition,	they	will	
remember	his	encouraging	words	and		
how	he	made	them	feel.			
Congratulations!		

Happy Retirement to       
Mrs. Woodard……
After 3o years as an instructional 
aide in the Midland Park School 
District, Mrs. Woodard has decided 
to retire and enjoy some of life’s 
simple pleasures….baking, sewing, 
gardening.  It is been an honor and 
privilege to work with Mrs. 
Woodard…all the best in the years 
to come!  Love, the Godwin Family 


